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Constitutional Monarchy 


—_—- 


A form of state where a monarch rules but their power is limited by an 
issembly, a constitution, and so on. Also called a limited monarchy. 
Unlike in an absolute monarchy where a hereditary monarch rules the 
_ nation alone, selected citizens form a parliament and establish laws to restrict 
| the monarch’s power. It’s more democratic than an absolute monarchy, but 
you could say it’s more of a compromise compared to representative or 
| presidential systems that deny the hereditary title. 
| Because it’s a compromise, the degree of monarchy differs between 
countries and eras. One country may have a weak assembly that acts mainly 
as the monarch’s advisory council, while another may have an upper house 
(House of Lords) made up of nobles with inherited status and others appointed 
by the monarch that counters democracy as the monarch’s posse. These types 
are called constitutional monarchies based on appearances, but internally, 
they are not much different from absolute monarchies. 
Imperial Germany seems to be the model for the Empire here. Both its 
emperor and chancellor were powerful, so it would seem to have been a 
Velassic example of a superficial constitutional monarchy. 


aval 


Imperial Government 


A form of state where an emperor rules. 

“Emperor,” like “King” and “Pope,” is a title of respect for a monarch. 
Usually it indicates a “King of Kings” who brings together multiple regions, 
and the word comes from the title of the head of the Roman Empire in Europe. 

Most people in history who have called themselves emperors, however, 
did not bring together multiple regions. Calling oneself an emperor was the 
equivalent of claiming to be the successor to Rome, so sovereigns often used 
it to assert their legitimacy. For that reason, it’s quite difficult to spot any 
difference between monarchy and imperial government. 

That goes for the historical German Empire as well. In 1871, when Germany 
was reunified with Prussia, Wilhelm I took the title of emperor to inherit the 
Holy Roman Empire and established an imperial government. But there was 
no direct connection between the Holy Roman Empire and the German Empire, 

cand he didn’t really have enough territory to call it an empire. 
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Reservist 


A former active duty soldier who lives as an ordinary citizen but is a 
"member of the reservist association. 
The role of these associations varies depending on the country and era, but 
they often provide mobilization assistance in emergencies and work on welfare 
_ issues for veterans and their families. As a political group, they sometimes 
| publish bulletins or lobby the government. 


War Correspondent 


Journalists and photographers who accompany the army into war to report 
from the battlefield. 

Their mission is to let the public know what is happening in the war zone and 
leave records and videos to posterity, but their position varies depending on the 
country and era. 

Usually they go into action with the military and report from the field. That’s 
called embedded reporting, and since the journalist’s safety is dependent on the 
army, the reports tend to come from their own party’s perspective. Articles and 
photos often pass through inspection to prevent intelligence leaks, and there can be 
limits on what you can cover, like where a unit is deployed and its mission. 

Sometimes the army will select a pool of reporters and authorize them to report 
jrom a designated location. That makes it easier for the military to regulate what 
information is going out. However, the method is criticized for severely limiting the 
freedom of the press. 

In our contemporary information society, the impression conveyed via 
reporting is a pressing issue for the army. A country may require that an embedded 
photographer belong to the unit they’re with, or sometimes the army has its own 
public affairs unit devoted to propaganda at home and against enemy nations. 
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_ Espionage Protection 


Protecting against espionage means attempting to thwart efforts aiming to 
eal or destroy your nation’s information. Also called counterintelligence. 
Although counterintelligence isn’t only performed at home, the domestic 
“department in charge of homeland security is often the main thrust, so there 
Y is a tendency to keep it separate from the espionage teams that work abroad. 
Well-known examples include the United Kingdom’s MI5 (domestic security) 
~ and MI6 (foreign security) and the United States’ FBI (a federal bureau and thus 
| domestic) and CIA (Central Intelligence Agency that handles foreign affairs). 
The split is often for legal or institutional reasons, but in practice, serious 
arguments regarding jurisdiction do come up. And in addition to these 
agencies, the army often has its own units dedicated to counterintelligence. 
In the story here, as the Entente Alliance collapses, information about 
where the troops concentrated in the north will be sent and their numbers is 
very important in planning its next operation. That’s why the Empire makes / 
Sure to keep the deployments a secret. We can assume that each country’s 
Vintelligence agency is following the newspapers on the 203"’s movements. 
) This kind of intelligence collecting from public sources is called OSINT. 
oR Surely, the way the 203" headed back up north after the major coverage of 
; “their triumphant return was some advanced counter-OSINT. 


Disguised Ship 


A military vessel that can perform espionage missions and so on without 
being targeted by enemy attacks since it’s made to look like a civilian ship. Also 
ealled armed merchant cruisers or auxiliary cruisers. 

Many of them are revamped passenger or cargo merchant vessels, and they 
almost never have the combat abilities of warships. They perform espionage 
missions, transport goods or personnel, and carry out commerce raids on 
unsuspecting enemy merchant vessels. These boats exploit the laws established 
to protect civilians as their shield, so naturally, if they are exposed, it becomes 
an international incident. Even a neutral nation’s ship can be inspected tf there 

_ is some doubt regarding the vessel’s nationality and cargo, so the fear of being 
discovered is real. 
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